EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
T

he Fox, Wolf, and Green Bay region is among
the most productive freshwater systems in the

world and is home to a diverse array of habitats.

The people of the region—in particular the Tribal
Nations—have long had a profound cultural
connection with nature. This connectivity has
instilled in our community a deep and rich outdoor
heritage, as well as a commitment to collaborative
stewardship of our vast natural resources.
However, decades of degradation have impacted our
system. Current and future generations face legacy
challenges, including habitat loss and contamination
of our waterways from both historic (PCBs) and
modern (phosphorus and sediment) pollutants,
and emerging challenges, like a changing global
climate. These challenges present tremendous
opportunities to build upon the rock-solid foundation
of collaborative and innovative conservation.
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To that end, a dedicated community of conservation
practitioners who live, work, and play in the Wolf,
Upper Fox, Pool Lakes, Lower Fox, and Green Bay
ecosystems of Wisconsin used a Collective Impact
approach to identify shared goals and priorities to
protect our lands, waters, and natural resources.
In doing so, they support regional communities by
protecting those natural assets vital to our economy
and the heart of our natural heritage.
This Conservation Blueprint is based on three
foundational principles:
» We recognize that the Wolf River, Pool Lakes,
Fox River, and Green Bay are intrinsically linked.
A commitment to improving collaborative
connectivity and working jointly across the
landscape is imperative.
» We are committed to working to secure the
substantial funds needed to implement our
strategies.
» We will continue to work in a collaborative spirit
as we strive toward a healthy, sustainable, and
resilient system for current and future generations.
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The partners have identified 5 goals
that have shaped this plan
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Conservation Blueprint for the
Fox | Wolf | Green Bay Region

The blueprint for a
thriving regional
ecosystem
The Blueprint is your opportunity to be actively
engaged in collaborative conservation in our region.

THRIVING
HABITATS

The Wolf, Pool Lakes, Fox, and Green Bay region is among the
most diverse, productive, and economically thriving freshwater
systems in the world and home to a diversity of habitats for
plants, fish, and wildlife. To preserve the ecosystem services
supporting our outdoor economy, this Blueprint provides a path
to protect, enhance, and restore our lands. In doing so we ensure
a sustainable system for the 21st century and beyond.

Promote, support, and share the Blueprint within
your network. Develop funding opportunities and
connect the Blueprint to related conservation
plans. Use the innovative and interactive maps,
materials, and tools. And continue to be engaged
as a conservation community looking to the future
to develop, together, the Blueprint Action Plan to
achieve these goals.

HEALTHY
WATERS

For generations, residents and visitors alike have relied
on northeastern Wisconsin’s waters for sustenance and
survival, recreation, and the economy. Despite degradation,
a commitment to stewardship (through collective action) will
ensure swimmable, fishable, drinkable waters for generations
to come, while also protecting our Blue Economy.

SUSTAINABLE
LANDS

The challenge for our region is to support the vitality of
agriculture through the development of sustainable, innovative
solutions that allow our farms, lands, and waters to flourish.
Through a commitment to strong partnerships, we will carry this
work forward to ensure a strong regional agricultural economy.

CONNECTION TO
NATURE
It is clear that natural resources are central to how many
residents view their Fox, Wolf, Pool Lake, and Green Bay
homes. The lands & waters, fish & wildlife provide unrivaled
opportunities for living, working, and recreating. Protecting
and building upon our natural heritage will support our
connection to nature for our children and grand children.

CLIMATE
CHANGE
Climate change impacts the health of our waters, limits our
habitat’s ability to thrive, erodes our lands’ sustainability,
and diminished our connection to nature. The impacts are
real, and we see them in real time: harmful algal blooms
closing our beaches, dead zones in our lake, and wildlife
epidemics killing our waterfowl. We must plan for this
change by convening and organizing around a strategic
regional climate adaptation plan to deal with these changes.

